
“Shorik” initiative

Guide to Studying in China

United Arab Emirates Embassy -Beijing, China



• Part 1: A brief introduction to China

• Part 2: Climate, time zone and currency

• Part 3: Higher education and study system in China

• Part 4: Language requirements 

• Part 5: Required documents and papers for university admission 

(Bachelor’s degree and graduate studies)

• Part 6: Requirements for students traveling to China

• Part 7: Getting a student visa

• Part 8: Available accommodations (dorms, off-campus, with families 

and other)

Index



Index
• Part 9: Available means of transportation and driving 

requirements 

• Part 10: Insurance and health care

• Part 11: Requirements for opening a bank account

• Part 12: Halal restaurants available

• Part 13: Contacting UAE Embassy in China

• Part 14: Important guidelines



Part 1: A brief 

introduction to The 

People's Republic of 

China.



Geography:

Covering approximately 9.6 million square kilometers (3.7 

million square miles), China is the world's second largest 

country by land area. It exercises jurisdiction over 23 

provinces, five autonomous regions, four direct-controlled 

municipalities (Beijing, Tianjin, Shanghai, and Chongqing), 

and two mostly self-governing special administrative 

regions (Hong Kong and Macau). China’s capital is 

Beijing. 



Administrative divisions of The People's 
Republic of China:
• Provinces:

Anhui Hainan Jiangsu Shaanxi Zhejiang

Fujian Hebei Jiangxi Shandong Taiwan 

Gansu Heilongjiang Jilin Shanxi Hunan

Guangdong Henan Liaoning Sichuan 

Guizhou Hubei Shanghai Yunnan 



Autonomous regions: 

• Guangxi 

• Inner Mongolia 

• Ningxia 

• Xinjiang 

• Tibet 

Municipalities:

• Beijing 

• Chongqing 

• Shanghai 

• Tianjin 

Special administrative regions:

• Hong Kong 

• Macau 



Part 2: Climate, timing and currency in 
China

China's climate is mainly characterized by dry seasons 

and wet monsoons, which lead to pronounced temperature 

differences between winter and summer. In the winter, 

northern winds coming from high-latitude areas are cold 

and dry; in summer, southern winds from coastal areas at 

lower latitudes are warm and moist. The climate in China 

differs from region to region because of the country's 

highly complex topography.

China operates in a single and official Standard Time 

(GMT+8) (Beijing time) time zone all year round. 

The Yuan is the official Chinese currency. The currency 

denominations include 100, 50, 20, 10, 5, and 1 Yuan; 1 

Jiao (worth 10 Yuan); and 5 Jiao (worth half Yuan)



Part 3: Higher education and study system 
in China

The Chinese education system consists of four sections: basic education, 

secondary vocational and technical education, higher education and adult 

education.

Basic education is divided into kindergarten, primary education for 6 

years, and secondary education in the middle school for 3 years, and 

high school for 3 years as well.

Higher education is composed of higher vocational and technical 

education (duration of study: 2-3 years) and university education (4 years 

and 5 years for medical school) and Master’s degree (2-3 years) and 

Doctoral degree (3 years).



University Education
China welcomes the post-secondary education students who are 

willing to join its universities.

University study requirements: national standardized exams for 

foreign students’ admission and registration in Chinese universities 

do not exist. Students are assessed on an individual basis based on 

the admission requirements imposed by each institution. The 

requirements are usually linguistic and academic.



Part 4: Language 

requirements 



The students’ Chinese language level is one of the basic 

requirements to study in a Chinese university since most of 

the programs are taught in Chinese, in addition to some of 

the programs that are taught in English in some universities.

Each foreign student who is planning to take his or her 

courses in Chinese must obtain different levels of Hanyu

Shuiping Kaoshi (HSK) certificate depending on the 

admission requirements imposed by each institution. The 

requirements differ depending on the Bachelor, Master, and 

Doctoral degrees programs.

As for the programs that are taught in English, universities 

do not impose Chinese language requirements, but on the 

other hand, specific English levels requirements can be set 
according to the needs of the different majors.



Academic Requirements

• Graduating from high school and obtaining good 
academic results are the minimum requirements for 
admission in any university (Bachelor's level).

• In addition to the Chinese language requirements, foreign 
students are selected and accepted after undergoing an 
entrance exam in some highly-ranked Chinese 
universities, such as Tsinghua University, Peking 
University, and People's University of China etc. The 
exam materials are determined by the different majors 
and program requirements.

• Some institutions request a personal interview in addition 
to entrance exams depending on the nature of the 
different majors and programs.



The stages of choosing the university 
and the program
• The choice of an educational institution must depend first 

on finding accredited universities by the Chinese Ministry 

of Education, and considering the qualifications needed 

for accepting foreign students.

• Below you can find related China databases, where 

information on educational institutions and majors can be 

found:

• List of Chinese universities: 

http://www.csc.edu.cn/Laihua/universityen.aspx

• Majors:

• http://www.csc.edu.cn/Laihua/programsearchen.aspx

http://www.csc.edu.cn/Laihua/universityen.aspx
http://www.csc.edu.cn/Laihua/programsearchen.aspx


Application for admission in a Chinese 
university

• Basic requirements for admission application:

• To have a non-Chinese nationality and to be in a good health.

• Terms of educational qualifications and age as follows

Education program Age Required Qualifications

Bachelor’s Degree More than 18 years and 

less than 25 years old

High school certificate 

and good academic 

standing required

Master’s Degree More than 18 years and 

less than 35 years old

Bachelor’s Degree 

required

Doctorate Degree More than 18 years and 

less than 40 years old

Master’s Degree required



Part 5: Required 

documents and papers 

for admission to the 

university (Bachelor’s 

degree and higher 

education)



• Application for admission issued by the university (in English or 
Chinese).

• Middle school and high school certificates (in Chinese or 
English), and if the certificate was not written in these two 
languages, the student must attach a translated certified copy 
in either language.

• Bachelor's degree (in Chinese or English) and if the certificate 
was not written in these two languages, the student must 
attach a translated certified copy in either language if he wants 
to apply for a Master’s degree.

• Master's degree (in Chinese or English), and if the certificate 
was not written in these two languages, the student must 
attach a translated certified copy in either language if he wants 
to apply for a doctorate degree.

• A report card, and if it was not written in Chinese or English 
written in these two languages, the student must attach a 
translated certified copy in either language.



• Preparing a study plan (in Chinese or English) based on the university 
requirements.

• A personal statement of one or two pages in which the student 
explains his or her purpose for studying abroad, and specifies the 
degree and major that he or she aims to study, and the reasons for 
his or her choice, and the relationship between the major he or she 
chose and the job that he or she aims to pursue after graduation.

• Recommendation letters in English or Chinese from two professors at 
the university that the student has earned a Bachelor's or Master’s 
degree from.

• Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi (HSK) and an HSK report card

• TOEFL grades or any English level test grades, based on the 
university's requirements. (Acceptance for Master's and Doctoral 
degrees)

• Two 2-inch personal photos with a white background

• A passport copy (the page containing the student’s information, visa 
or residence permit). Note that the university will ask for the original 
passport upon registration.

• Students who are under the age of 18 years, must provide an 
“authentication certificate for the student guardian in China".



Part 6: Requirements for students 
traveling to China

• 1- a student visa

• 2- a study permit

• 3- instructions prior to traveling

• 4- important instructions during the trip and when arriving 

to China



Part 7: Getting a student visa
• The accepted student must ask for the student visa in the embassy or 

consulate of the People's Republic of China in the UAE, and must bring 

all the required documents such as his or her passport and the 

"acceptance certificate" and the Foreign Student Visa Application Form 

(JW202 Form) for students who are planning to join a program for more 

than 6 months, and (JW201 Form) for students who are planning to join a 

program for less than 6 months as well as the FOREIGNER PHYSICAL 

EXAMINATION FORM, and a blood test report. The registration process 

begins after presenting all the above mentioned documents to the 

university’s foreign students’ office based on the deadline mentioned in 

the acceptance certificate.

• Students who are planning to join a program for more than 6 months 

must complete the PHYSICAL EXAMINATION RECORD FOR 

FOREIGNER (health and quarantine test) after arriving to China. In the 

case of not being able to present it, the student has to do the test in his 

or her country. Students who are infected with a certain disease are not 

allowed to stay in China, and Chinese law doesn’t allow people who are 

infected with specific diseases to enter the country.



Requirements for applying to study 
permit :

The student accepted at an academic program for 6 months or 
more must submit an application to the Bureau of Exit and Entry 
Administration of the Ministry of Public Security to get a study 
permit, within 30 days after your entry into China. The 
documents required for the study permit are: 

Valid passport

Medical tests certificate

Visa form for international students issued by the university 
"JW201 Form"

One 2-inch photo (same size as passport photo) with a white 
background

A copy of the Temporary Residence Registration Form issued by 
the university



In case of expiration of the study permit or 
study visa: What should be done?

Study permit extension request:

Accepted student must always check the study permit expiration 
date, as he or she must apply for an extension at least 30 days 
before the study permit expires (It is recommended to apply for the 
extension 5 or 6 weeks before the permit expiration date). The 
documents required for the application are:

A valid passport

Visa form for international students issued by the university 

One 2-inch photo (same size as passport photo) with a white 
background

A copy of the temporary residence registration form.



Request to extend the study visa:
The accepted student should always check the study visa 
expiration date, and apply for visa extension at least 7 days 
before his or her study visa expiry date (the student is 
recommended to apply for the extension 2-3 weeks before 
expiry of the visa). The documents required for submitting 
the application are:

A valid passport

Visa form for international students issued by the university 

One 2-inch photo (same size as passport photo) with a 
white background

A copy of the temporary residence registration form.

Notes: Student must complete the temporary residence 
registration form procedures within 24 hours of the 
completion of the study permit extension or study visa at the 
residency place or at the local police station.



What to do in case of moving from one university to 
another or in case of extending the study program?

The accepted student must inquire about the 

university he or she studies at now and the 

university he or she intends to move to in order to 

make sure approval of the transfer between the 

two universities is accepted and check the 

procedures and documentation required to do this 

step.



General guidelines 

before travel



Important note: Students should double check and match the data 
and personal information in the translated documents from Arabic 
to English and  Chinese, and vice versa, and testify them 
according to the university requirements, so as not to face 
problems with the Chinese authorities

Confirmation of air travel booking :According to the Chinese 
aviation regulations, it is not allowed to carry checked luggage 
weighing more than 20 kg for economy class passengers and 30 
kg for economy class passengers with a student passport and 
business class, and 40 kg for first class passengers

The power in China is 220 volts

Make sure if traveling in winter to take warm and heavy clothes (in 
some districts)

Bring an amount of cash (US dollars or Chinese yuan) for your 
small initial expenses

If you are carrying more than 20,000 RMB or foreign currency 
estimated to US $ 5,000, you must inform the inspectors at the 
airport



Leaving the airport:

Double check the flight time and ensure arriving to 
the airport before three hours from the flight time

Don’t forget your passport and a ticket

Passing through security screening:

Films

Metal

Fluid

Electronic devices (computer)

You might undergo a personal body screening

Departure and arrival to China



Important instructions during the trip

• Passengers will be handed an ARRIVAL CARD 

which they are required to fill in carefully before 

leaving the plane in order to submit it with a 

passport at the airport.

• It is very important to enter correct data and 

information in the card to match the data in the 

passport.



Arrival to China
When you get off the plane, you must go through immigration in order have 

the entry stamp on your passport and have the arrival card which was given 

to you at the airplane stamped

Head to the luggage collection before leaving the airport

You may be required to undergo further screening in addition to inspect 

your bags



The first steps you should take after arriving in China

Registering at the university:

The registration at the university is to be done at the time and 
the place mentioned in the acceptance letter

Documents required for registration:

Original and copy of passport

"Acceptance certificate" and "JW202 / JW201" form

Number of personal photos with certain size dimensions 
determined by the university

Original and copy of  the temporary residence registration form

Payment of school fees:

Chinese name: Each accepted student must register with the 
Chinese name according to the regulations of the Chinese 
Ministry of Education, and any student who did not provide a 
Chinese name when applying for admission, must submit a 
Chinese name during the registration process



Reserving accommodation (university accommodation)

Due to the possibility of inadequate accommodation at the university, 
the accepted student must reserve accommodation in university 
according to the accommodation guide attached to the acceptance letter 
and within the specified period

Normally, an insurance amount and the accommodation cost will be 
paid for a full term upon arrival to the accommodation in order to start 
the accommodation procedures.

Living outside the university:

In case of not being able to book accommodation at the university, the 
accepted student must look for a place to stay by himself.

Living with family and others:

The university doesn’t permit the accepted student’s family members to 
live with him/her at the university’s accommodation.

Part 8: Students’ Accommodation 
Available



Driving license:

Emirati citizens living in China for a long-term residence permit are 
allowed to change their UAE driving license with a Chinese driving 
license without being subject to driving level test. However, for Emirati 
citizens who resides in China for a short period of time without a 
residence permit, you can switch the UAE driving license with the 
Chinese one without performing a test given that validity of your driving 
license complies with the validity of your visa. Emirati citizens are 
allowed to switch UAE driving license without driving level test provided 
that their health and age comply with the driving requirements in China.

Buying a car:

If the student wants to buy a car in China, he or she must first inquire at 
the local traffic department to check the purchasing requirements for 
foreigners in China

Part 9: Transportation available and the 
driving requirements 



Part 10: Insurance and health care

• Health insurance:

• A payment of 600 yuan will be done for health insurance 

to the university every academic year. This insurance 

covers accidental damage and hospital treatment.



Opening a bank account at the bank specified by 

the university using passport and acceptance 

certificate and linking to the magnetic card used in 

the university (Inquire at the university).

Part 11: Requirements for opening a bank 
account 



 There are restaurants serving halal food in most Chinese 

cities, and halal foods available in the supermarket must 

carry halal stamp on the outer packaging, otherwise they 

are not considered halal food.

Part 12: Types of halal restaurants 
available



Part 13: Communication with the UAE 
Embassy in China

Embassy of the United Arab Emirates, Beijing

Villa 10-04

Liangmaqiao Diplomatic Residence Compound,

No.22, Dongfang Dong Road

Chaoyang District, Beijing, China

Tel: (+86) 10-65327650/1/3 

Fax: (+86) 10-65327652

Emergency Number: (+86) 10-65327650/1/3 



TAWAGODI

Defining TAWAGODI service: It is a service provided to the citizens of the 

UAE while abroad to facilitate communication between the UAE missions 

abroad and Emirati citizens registered for the service in order to evacuate 

them and arrange their return to the UAE safely in a crisis or an emergency.

The service provides a one time direct registration feature in addition to 

opening a permanent account where you can expedite the registration 

process and enjoy other advantages

For those registered via the service, username and password should be 

entered in the currently registered window.

Fees: The service is free

Customer service: To communicate with customer service, please call 

80044444

How to register: Please watch the introductory video about the service via 

the following link:

https://www.mofa.gov.ae/Citizen/Twajudi/Pages/default.aspx

To register, click here: https://www.mofa.gov.ae/Pages/Profile.aspx

Part 14: Important Guidelines

https://www.mofa.gov.ae/Citizen/Twajudi/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.mofa.gov.ae/Pages/Profile.aspx


Communicating with the UAE Embassy in Beijing:

The accepted student must visit the UAE Embassy in 

Beijing after arriving in China in order to complete the 

following:

)1 (Introduce himself/herself.

)2 (Provide personal information: A passport copy 

(mandatory), residential address in China (optional), 

phone number in China (mandatory), and email address 

(optional).

)3 (be introduced to China and the bilateral relations 

between China and the UAE.

Get a map or city guide, for example 

“Beijing guide”.



Personal behavior in China:

Avoid wearing traditional clothing and jewelry at the university or in 
public places.

Do not carry big amount of cash and only exchange currency in the 
appropriate outlets and never exchange with commission, or from 
people offering exchange services in the streets to avoid fraud or 
receiving counterfeit money.

The Emirati student must behave in a way that best represents his or 
her homeland the UAE through:

)1 (not participating in any acts of violence

)2 (not participating or intervening in any of political affairs

)3 (respecting the culture of China and not criticizing any part of their 
culture

The student must be careful of counterfeit products and not buy 
products from the street or from a non-accredited shops.

The student must wear a mask or carry medication since air is polluted 
in Beijing.



Continuous communication:

Foreign students advisor

Academic advisor at your university who will assist 

you to develop your study plan

Students’ health centers and consultation centers

Guidance and counseling services

Fellow students



Taking all security precautions:

Carry only needed amount of cash and the credit card 

Do not walk alone during the night

Police emergency number in China is 110

You can also communicate with the embassy on the 

emergency number:(+86) 10-65327650 / 1/3



Our best wishes for everyone to achieve 

success in this new and important phase 

in their lives


